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SENATE BI LL 6539

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators MAuliffe, Shin, Jacobsen, Rasnussen, Tom Muirray, Hobbs,
Pridenore, Regala, Kastama, Fraser, Fairley, Hatfield, and Ei de

Read first time 01/17/08. Referred to Coonmittee on Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to polytechnic colleges; and anending RCW
28B. 10. 056.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW28B. 10.056 and 2006 ¢ 180 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A state priority is established for institutions of higher
education, including community colleges, to encourage grow ng nunbers
of enrollnments and degrees in the fields of engineering, technol ogy,
bi ot echnol ogy, sciences, conputer sciences, and mat hemati cs.

(2) In nmeeting this state priority, the |egislature understands and
recogni zes that the demands of the econom c narketplace and the desires
of students are not always on parallel tracks. Therefore, institutions
of hi gher education.

(a) Shall determne |ocal student demand for prograns in the fields
of engi neering, technol ogy, biotechnol ogy, sciences, conputer sciences,
and mat hematics and submt findings and proposed alternatives to neet
demand to the higher education coordinating board and the |egislature
by Novenber 1, 2008; and
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(b) May examne its instructional progranms, costs, research
initiatives, student enrollnent characteristics, and regional context
and make a recommendation by June 1, 2009, to the higher education
coordinating board regarding the desirability and feasibility of a
two-year or four-year degree-granting institution evolving into a
four-year degree-granting institution of higher education wth a
pol ytechnic focus. The board shall analyze the recommendati ons of each
canpus in the context of statewide goals for higher education and
provide policy options along with the original canpus reconmendations
to the higher education and fiscal commttees of the legislature by
Decenber 1, 2009. The board, after review ng polytechnic institutions
in other states, shall include in its report to the legislature a
proposed nodel for a polytechnic-focused four-year institution of
hi gher education that incorporates m ni num standards and criteria for
a polytechnic college curriculum

(3) Wiile it is understood that these areas of enphasis should not
be the sole focus of institutions of higher education. It is the
intent of the legislature that steady progress in these areas occur
The hi gher education coordi nating board shall track and report progress
in the fields of engineering, technology, biotechnology, sciences,
conmput er sciences, and mathematics including, but not limted to, the
foll ow ng information:

(a) The nunber of students enrolled in these fields on a biennial
basi s;

(b) The nunber of associate, bachelor's, and nmaster's degrees
conferred in these fields on a biennial basis;

(c) The ampunt of expenditures in enrollnment and degree prograns in
t hese fields; and

(d) The nunber and type of public-private partnerships established
relating to these fields anong institutions of higher education,
i ncluding community colleges, and |eading corporations in Washington
state.

(4) Institutions of higher education, including community coll eges,
shall be provided discretion and flexibility in achieving the
obj ectives under this section. Exanples of the types of institutional
prograns that may help achieve these objectives include, but are not
limted to, establishnent of institutes of technol ogy, new pol ytechnic-
based institutions, new divisions of existing institutions, and a

SB 6539 p. 2



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e e o
A W N PRFR O

flexible array of delivery nodels, including face-to-face |earning
interactive courses, internet-based offerings, and instruction on nmain
canpuses, branch canpuses, and ot her educational centers.

(5) The | egislature recognizes the global needs of the economc
mar ket pl ace for technol ogically prepared graduates, and the
rel ati onship between technology industries and higher education.
Institutions of higher education, including community colleges, are
strongly urged to consider science, engineering, and technol ogy program
growh in areas of the state that exhibit a high concentration of
aer ospace, biotechnol ogy, and technol ogy i ndustrial presence. Expanded
science and technology progranms can gain from the proximty of
experienced and know edgeable industry |eaders, while industry can
benefit from access to new sources of highly trained and educated
gr aduat es.

--- END ---
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